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EAST FORT BEND HUMAN NEEDS MINISTRY
Clothing Donations: We participate in a year round clothing ingathering ministry that helps to keep the racks full at the thrift store for the Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry.  Each Sunday, gently used clothing is collected in a basket at the back of the church and shared with the Human Needs Ministry.  
Food Donations:  Food is collected every week for the food pantry which serves over 39,000 individuals.
Back to School Backpack:  Each August, we collect school supplies to help students in Ft. Bend County.  In 2010, EFBHNM provided school supplies for over 500 school aged children.

ADOPT A SOLDIER:  
The naval air craft carrier USS George HW Bush has been deployed since May, and is scheduled to be out until December.  This crew is around 5000.  There are some crew members that have no family support.  St. Catherine’s has adopted a sailor and will send a weekly  card, a goodie box, or some other encouragement, from "home".  

COMMUNITY GARDEN	

This ministry offers an opportunity to teach our children about where food comes from, enjoy fresh organic produce, spend time working with fellow parishioners and provide healthy, fresh produce for those receiving assistance with groceries.  




PRAYER SHAWL
A prayer shawl or prayer cover is given to those who are ill or in the hospital and is meant to bring comfort to the wearer and an awareness of God’s presence in their daily lives.  The person who created the shawl prayed for you while knitting it.  That person may or may not have known your name or your circumstances, but every stitch was combined with prayer specifically for you.  Whether in times of distress or moments of joy, let your prayer shawl be a reminder that God loves you. 

OPERATION COUPON BENEFITS US MILITARY FAMILIES SERVING OVERSEAS
These tough economic times are affecting everyone, including our US military service people and their families who are deployed overseas.  One way we can help them out is to pass on manufacturer coupons to them – either those for items that we don’t use or those coupons that we’ve inadvertently let expire – coupons are honored an additional 4 months after their printed expiration date when they are redeemed abroad.  A member of St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church in Houston is coordinating shipping these coupons overseas.  If you have coupons to donate, please clip just inside the dotted lines on the coupons in neat lines following the shape of the coupon and place them in the collection box on the Outreach Ministries table in the Narthex.

RECYCLING FOR OUTREACH MINISTRIES 
St. Catherine’s participates in the Abitibi Paper Retriever community-based program.  Newspaper, magazines, shopping catalogs, office and school papers as well as mail can all be recycled at the green and yellow Abitibi Paper Retriever bin located in our parking lot. No boxes or plastic.  Abitibi-Consolidated Recycling Division will pay St. Catherine’s for our paper recycling efforts and we in turn have pledged 100% of these funds to benefit local area outreach ministries.  

PULL TABS COLLECTION
The Ronald McDonald House program provides a “home away from home” for families of seriously ill children. Working with local recycling centers, they receive money for collecting tabs from aluminum cans to help fund their programs.  Cardboard collection containers in the shape of a house are located on the information table near the church doors and can be dropped off at the church when full.


2011 ACCOMPLISHMENTS
NETS FOR LIFE:  
Malaria is a deadly mosquito-borne disease that affects millions each year in Africa and around the world.  It is preventable and treatable, and yet a child dies approximately every 60 seconds from Malaria.  In the poorest parts of the world, window screens are lacking, anti-malarial drugs are expensive, and so far an effective malaria vaccine does not exist. Insecticide-treated bed nets in these areas are arguably the most cost-effective way to prevent malaria transmission.  On average, one net saves three lives as typically, 3 people will sleep under one net.  During Lent, St. Catherine’s joined Nets For Life and the Episcopal Relief and Development campaign to end malaria. We surpassed our goal for each family to contribute $12 to purchase one net and raised enough for 202 nets, possibly saving 606 lives.  
COMPASSION INTERNATIONAL 
On mother’s day weekend, we raised enough money to help two women give birth in a birthing center, greatly increasing the survival rate of their children and them and creating a safe environment in which to give birth.
YOUTH MISSION TRIP
In June, 15 youth from St. Catherine’s traveled to Austin, TX where they spent a week performing community service for the northern Austin area.  Some of the activities included clearing brush for a horse ranch that provides services for special needs children, painting murals on residents walls at a special needs home, working with an elderly daycenter reading and playing games with the residents, sorting donations for a nonprofit organization, cleaning and organizing the warehouse for ReStore- Habitat for Humanity, and organizing and executing a summer camp for CPS children.  It was a lot of work, but the rewards were awesome!  They are currently planning next summer’s mission trip to Orlando, FL.

SOLES4SOULS SHOE DRIVE:
This year, congregation and school families donated a total of 137 pairs of shoes for Soles4Souls, a Nashville-based charity that collects shoes from the warehouses of footwear companies and the closets of people like you. The charity distributes these shoes to people in need, regardless of race, religion, class, or any other criteria. Since 2005, Soles4Souls has given away over 14 million pairs of new and gently worn shoes (currently donating one pair every 7 seconds.) The shoes have been distributed to people in over 127 countries, including Kenya, Thailand, Nepal and the United States.
CARE BOXES FOR THE MILITARY
Our youth collected, organized supplies, and packed 28 boxes that were sent to our military overseas.  
RACE FOR THE CURE
This was the first year St. Catherine’s sent a team to the Komen race for the cure and it was such a success and such fun, it will become an annual event.
ADOPT A BEACH
For the second year, St. Catherine’s youth spent a day of fun in the sun while picking up trash and creating order at a beach in Galveston.


COMING UP
NOVEMBER 13TH: FREE TRADE CRAFT FAIR 8 - 1
In addition to having a speaker about fair trade and human trafficking, we will have several vendors in time for Christmas shopping.  Fair Trade is a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transparency and respect, that seeks greater equity in international trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of, marginalized producers and workers – especially in the South. (World Fair Trade Organization) Trade as One’s core concern is using sustainable business to address the issue of global poverty. All manner of related abuses and misfortunes come from poverty — human trafficking, AIDS, commercial sexual exploitation, gender abuse, lack of medical care and access to education.  We will have several vendors who sell products that come with meaning and stories behind them. The idea is to use spending power rather than donations as the means to bring jobs to the poorest of the poor by offering products that U.S. consumer’s need or want. The products are all of extremely high quality (many of which are hand-made from recycled materials), and made by innovative socially responsible organizations in the developing world.
NOVEMBER 14-21: OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
The mission of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God's love in a tangible way to needy children around the world, and together with the local church worldwide, to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Individuals and families pack a shoebox full of hygene items, toys, clothes, candy, whatever they want to give and drop it off at a relay center (in this case, St. Catherine’s) during the week before Thanksgiving.  We will be open M-F from 9-10 and 4-7, Saturday 8-10 and 2-4 and Sunday from 8-12 to accept shoebox donations during that week.  


EAST FORT BEND HUMAN NEEDS FOOD PANTRY HOLIDAY BASKETS
East Fort Bend Human Needs Ministry (EFBHNM): Every 4th Thursday of the month from 10 - 12, families in need can pick up food from the EFBHNM.  Additionally, on Monday November 21st and December 20th from 9-1 Holiday Food Baskets will be given to those who have signed up and qualified.

ANGEL TREE FOR THE RAINBOW ROOM
The Rainbow Room serves Ft. Bend County children in CPS care.  Each year, we sponsor 25 children buy purchasing Christmas gifts for them from their own wish lists.  The lists are hung on a Christmas tree in the form of Angel ornaments the Sunday before Thanksgiving, and unwrapped gifts are due December 6th.



